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Circular Economy from North to South Europe 2020

CENSE Project - Circular Economy from North to South Europe 2020: New pathways
of citizenship decision processes

The Local Councils’ Association together with other 6 EU countries (ltaly, Croatia, Greece, Romania,
Netherlands, Sweden) are starting the implementation of the CENSE project in the framework of the Europe
for Citizens Programme.

The project focuses on the establishment of a network of “Towns in transition towards a Circular Economy”
addressing the challenges related to their own model of growth, oriented on an environmental sustainability
and stressing the reuse concept, as a common European vision of future development.

The project will present to local citizens’ communities all the opportunities the European Union offers for
sustainable growth and development.

The first meeting was held in Malta in October 2015.

This cooperation is dedicated to the regional dimension of the European Citizenship that means: providing
adequate communication and information on the Union, building synergies of the use of different EU funds,
and mobilizing citizens to debate on European matters, make policies more understandable and linked to
everyday life.

Through the course of the project a series of conferences, local forums, experience exchanges, workshops
and meetings will be held in seven targeted countries from the region, through the following main
components of activities: 1) network coordination and management of activities; 2) network capacity building;
3) awareness raising and visibility actions; 4) exchange of good practice among the region countries; and 5)
research and analysis.

Co-funded by the
Europe for Citizens Programme
of the European Union

CENSE project launch in Malta
The first meeting of the new EU funded project CENSE was held on 5th - 7th October 2015, in Malta.

Representatives of local and regional authorities and civil society representatives from Malta, Italy,
Netherlands, Croatia, Sweden, Romania and Greece discussed about the reduction of CO2 emissions.

The participants discussed the challenges they are facing with regards to CO2 emissions, they presented
their best practices and strategies into the behaviors of citizens and inside the development strategies of the
decision-making process.

The meeting was organised in the framework of the project CENSE- Circular Economy from North to South
Europe 2020, funded by the European Union, through the Europe for Citizens Programme. The project is
implemented by the Local Councils' Association.



What is the circular economy?

The traditional model of economic growth - a linear economy (resource extraction - product making - waste
disposal) - leads us to a multi-dimensional impasse :

In 35 years, the volume of resources extracted increased by 65%... and over 50% of this volume are non-
renewable resources (source: OECD)

The European Union now imports over six times the amount of materials it exports (source: EEA).
The generalization of the current European lifestyle would require between 2 and 3 planets.

The prices of raw materials have increased by almost 150% between 2002 and 2010; and provides, in 2030,
3 billion middle-class consumers (source : World Economic Forum).

Strategic commodities (such as gold, silver, indium, iridium, tungsten, etc. ) are becoming scarcer and most
are usually found concentrated in a few countries: for example, 97% of rare earth elements, essential for
wind turbines, low-energy light bulbs or hybrid vehicles, are found in China (source: Institute of urban
Planning and Development / lle-de-France).

In parallel with GDP growth, there has been a growth of waste, harmful emissions (including CO2), public
debt, and poverty and social inequality.

The traditional model must therefore be replaced with a circular economy model aiming at closing the loop of
resources and reducing the environmental impact of the product life cycle at all stages of the process
(production, distribution, consumption).
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Moving towards a circular economy
European Commission will present an ambitious circular economy strategy in late 2015

The Commission presented a new, more ambitious circular economy strategy late in 2015, to transform
Europe into a more competitive resource-efficient economy, addressing a range of economic sectors,
including waste.

The proposal is fully aligned with the priorities of the new Commission. The Commission is engaged in a
thorough reflection on how the objective of circular economy can be reached in an efficient way that is fully
compatible with the jobs and growth agenda.

The new strategy includes a new legislative proposal on waste targets, taking into account the input already
given to us during public consultations, and by Council and in Parliament, in particular the comments made
by many that the previous proposals needed to be more country-specific.

Moving towards a circular economy
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2nd Meeting of the CENSE Project - Varazdin, Croatia
Promoting reduction of waste management in EU
The 2nd event within CENSE Project took place in Croatia between 18th to 20th November 2015.

The main topic of the event was reduction of waste management. All partners presented their own situation
with regards to waste management and the best practices they implement in order to reduce waste in their
country.

During the public event various local stakeholders from public administration and NGOs attended and
expressed their interest in the topics especially in ways of maximizing the level of circular economy by
improving the waste management system.

The city of Varazdin is the first city in Croatia to introduce primary waste selection in 2003.



We are launching a competition on circular economy !

The winner will participate to the final event of the project which is going to be held in Romania.

You can send us your ideas on how to implement circular economy actions in the cities, homes, schools etc.
The best idea, evaluated by each partner of the project is going to be awarded with a trip for one person to
the last international event in Romania and to present his/hers idea during the final conference.

For further information, terms and conditions please contact:

. Malta - mneagoe@lIca.org.mt

. Croatia - petar.cavlovic@varazdin.hr

. Sicily -_e.arrabito@svimed.eu

. Greece - epolis@efxini.gr;

. Netherlands - gerard.boonekamp@peelenmaas.nl;
. Romania - leosoare@yahoo.com;

. Sweden - bo.hjalmefjord@vaxjo.se
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