
March 2016 -  Françoise Bonnet, ACR+ 

 

The Circular Europe Network 
  A European Platform 
on Circular Economy 



Overview 

• Who we are 
 

• Our philosophy 
 
• Local and regional authorities: active partners 

 
• ACR+ Circular Europe Network 



Association of Cities and Regions for recycling and sustainable 

resource management 

90 members 
23 countries 

1100 local authorities 

To promote a sustainable management of material resources through prevention at 
source, reuse and recycling 

Publications Conferences Webinars News 



Some of our members 



Resources 

Production 

Consumption 

Waste 

Linear economy Chain economy Circular economy 

From waste to resources 

From waste to resources… 



Keeping always in mind… 



Local and regional authorities are active partners 

• Strategy 
• Planning 
• Monitoring 

• Behaviour change 

• Public procurement 

• Legal and economic 
incentives 

• Infrastructures 

• Business Support Scheme 

• Legal and Economic  
framework 

Production 

Consumption 
Multistakeholders 



Circular economy  

Political support 

• Janez Potočnik (UNEP) 
• Antoinette Ghül (Paris) 
• Céline Frémault 

(Brussels Region) 
• Leo Brincat (Malta) 
• … 

Active members & case studies 

• OVAM (Flanders) 
• Zero Waste Scotland 
• Il-de-France 
• ARC (Catalonia) 
• LIPOR (Portugal) 
• Contarina (Italy) 
• Genoa (Italy) 
• … 

Cooperation with 
national networks 

• Fundacion para l’economia 
circular (Spain) 

• Fundation for Circular Economy 
(Hungary) 

• Circle Economy (Netherlands) 
• Institut de l’économie circulaire 

(France) 
• … 

Circular Europe Network in a nutshell: Why and How? 

Advisory Committee 

• Unilever 
• European Environmental 

Bureau (EEB) 
• University College of 

London (UCL) 
• … 



Circular economy  

• Clarifying circular economy: 

- Basic concepts & objectives 

- Principles founding circular economy strategies 

- Key areas of intervention 

 
• Circular economy in practice 

- First steps for a circular economy strategy 

- Instruments, cross-sector & thematic measures 

- Roadmap and monitoring 

ACR+ guidelines for circular economy planning 



Circular economy  ACR+ tools for circular economy planning 

www.circular-europe-network.eu  

Your gateway to best practices on 
circular economy from cities and 
regions. 
 
Browse the cases on the map and by 
category and check out CEN activities. 
 
Interested? Join the CEN! 



Public Demand side – Public procurement 

Product-Service System 
OVAM (BE): Leasing by Desso 

Second hand request 
Bruxelles Environment (BE): Reused canteen furniture 

VAC Gent (BE): Reused furniture 

Buying recycled products 
HMRC department (UK): “Closed loop” recycled paper 

Proximity separate collection 
Ljubljana (SI): Underground collection points  

 



Public Demand side – 2d hand request 



Demand side – BC – Taxes – PAY as you Throw System 



Supply side – Innovation: Eco-design awards 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIzrbryvj-xwIVBr0UCh3D-Qlj&url=http://www.eban.org/last-call-for-entries-catalonia-ecodesign-award-2015/&psig=AFQjCNEM8XSIjrJoFTXG-wicVTGPGMN7EQ&ust=1442609305573755


Supply side: boosting Industrial symbiosis 

The project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
program under grant agreement No 642154  

“Fostering Industrial Symbiosis for 

a Sustainable Resource Intensive 

Industry across the extended 

Construction Value Chain” 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCN6LoPuH_8cCFcbbGgodKDQCUA&url=http://www.ppi4waste.eu/ppi4waste-whats-next/&psig=AFQjCNF7CgQWjMNIVCitBfqa5xcHOa12GA&ust=1442613333183764


Circular economy  Next focus for Circular Europe Network 

Guidelines on 
sustainable food 

Indicators for 
monitoring 

Best practices 



Circular economy    Perspectives for the CEN 

Proposals of 
European projects 

European Network of 
CE platforms 

with the involvment of all actors  of the value chain 



 

Thank you! 
 

www.acrplus.org 

www.circular-europe-network.eu 

Contact: fb@acrplus.org  

Françoise Bonnet, ACR+ 
@ACRplus 


